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DOPELNIACZ - GENITIVE

1. Look at what Julia is saying and identify the endings for feminine nouns in genitive.

Nie lubie sataty!
Nie lubie zupy!
Nie lubie marchewki!
Nie lubie brukselki!

Nie lubie wody!

feminine nouns + masculine nouns that end with - a

e.g. Nie lubie herbaty | ending - ...........
e.g. Nie lubie marchewcki | after letter ‘k’,‘g’, j° and ‘U’ ending - .............
* we also add the ending ‘i’ after si ($), zi (2), ni (), ci (¢), ia

e.g. Nie ma nadziei (There’s no hope)

We’ve just learned the first noun endings in the genitive. But when do we use genitive? This case is called
DOPELNIACZ in Polish. Dopetnia¢ means to complete something. So you can think of this case as the one that
COMPLETES or NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED.

We use Dopetniacz to:

o To say who something belongs to, e.g. To jest portfel mojej mamy. (This is my mom’s wallet.) — The

information “whose wallet it is” completes the meaning.
» With a lot of verbs to form negations, especially to express the absence of something. If there’s an
absence of something, the lack asks to be COMPLETED.

e.g. Nie ma kawy (There’s no coffee) | Nie lubie herbaty (I don’t like tea) | Nie mam czasu (I don’t have the time)

» To express the amount/quantity of something, e.g. duzo mleka (a lot of milk) | butelka wody (a
bottle of water). Here we also need some completion — a lot of WHAT? A Bottle of WHAT?

o With verbs szukaé (to look for), stuchaé (to listen to), potrzebowaé (to need), uczyé sie (to study),
nienawidzi¢ (to hate), uzywac (to use), baé sie (to be afraid of), unikaé (to avoid), préobowag (to try),
brakowaé (to lack)

e.g. Potrzebuje przerwy (I need a break) | Stucham muzyki (I’m listening to music) |

Dopetniacz is also best friends with BIERNIK (accusative). Usually when we use biernik in statements, we use

dopetniacz in negations.
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DOPELNIACZ - GENITIVE

2. Complete the sentences with the nouns in the genitive case.

a. Nie potrzebuje .....cccccvvnennnenene. (pomoc) d. Nie Pij€ cevuerrverineiiierinieen, (kawa)
b.Niemajuz....ccceueennenne. (cola) e.Szukam ....cceeveinrinnennnen. (praca)
c. Nie stucham ......ccc............. (Shakira) f. Musze kupié paczke ................ (maka)

USE DOPELNIACZ WITH:

with most verbs in negation amounts and quantities who something belongs to
2
numbers bigger than 5 the lack of something negative feelings

Common verbs used with dopetniacz
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szukac potrzebowad stuchac uczyé sie
(to look for) (to need) (to listen to) (to study)
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nienawidzi¢ bac sie uzywac probowac
(to hate) (to be afriad of) (to use) (to try)
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